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ñSchools that Shock the Conscienceò

Å May 17, 2000

46th Anniversary of 

Brown v. Board of Education

Å Class-action lawsuit filed by 
ACLU, civil rights groups, and 
attorneys on behalf of students 
from 18 schools located 
throughout California.

Å Charged State of California with 
failing to fulfill its constitutional 
obligation to provide all students 
with the bare essentials 
necessary for education.

Å Charged California with 
violating state and federal 
requirements that equal access 
to education be provided 
without regard to race, color, or 
national origin.

Press Conference to announce filing of 

Williams v. California



Conditions Cited by Plaintiffs

ÅLack of Instructional Materials

ÅDegraded, Overcrowded, and 

Unsafe Facilities

ÅLack of Qualified Teachers



Lack of Materials and Basic Resources

ÅToo few textbooks or other necessary 
instructional materials

ÅOutdated or defaced textbooks

ÅLack of lab science equipment

ÅNo homework due to lack of materials



Degraded, Unhealthy, and Unsafe 

Facilities and Conditions

ÅBroken or nonexistent AC or heating 
systems; extremely hot or cold 
classrooms

ÅUnrepaired, hazardous facilities, 
including broken windows, walls, and 
ceilings; leaky roofs and mold

ÅLocked, non-functioning, or disgustingly 
dirty bathrooms



Degraded, Unhealthy, and Unsafe 

Facilities and Conditions

ÅVermin infestations: rats, mice, 

cockroaches, etc.

ÅLack of working water fountains



Degraded, Unhealthy, and Unsafe 

Facilities and Conditions

Luther Burbank Middle School

San Francisco, CA 

Jefferson High School 

Los Angeles, CA 



Degraded, Unhealthy, and Unsafe 

Facilities and Conditions

Mark Keppel High 

Monterey Park, CA

Luther Burbank Middle School

San Francisco, CA



Lack of Qualified Teachers

ÅAs few as 13% of teachers with full 

teaching credentials

ÅChronically unfilled teacher vacancies 

ÅEnglish Language Learners in classes 

taught by teachers who are not 

specifically qualified to teach ELLs



Settlement Agreement 
Aug. 13, 2004

ÅEstablished standards

ÅCreated and improved 

accountability systems

ÅProvided $1 billion to help schools 

meet standards



Settlement Press Conference

Plaintiff Williams, Gov. Schwarzenegger, and Plaintiff Jones



Settlement Legislation
Sept. 29, 2004

Five bills implemented the Settlement Agreement:

Å SB 550 & AB 2727 (minimum standards re: school facilities, 
teacher quality, and instructional materials / accountability 
systems to enforce these standards); 

Å AB 1550 (phase out the use of the Concept 6 calendar by July 
1, 2012, and setting benchmarks for districts to reach this goal); 

Å AB 3001 (encouraging placement of qualified teachers in low 
performing schools; preventing misassignments; and 
streamlining the process for highly qualified teachers from out-
of-state to teach in California schools); and 

Å SB 6 (providing $800 million for districts to repair facility 
conditions that threaten health and safety and $25 million for a 
one-time comprehensive facilities needs assessment of low-
performing schools).



New Standards

Å Apply to all schools 

Å ñGood repairò requires that ñthe facility is maintained in a 

manner that assures that it is clean, safe, and functionalò

Å Each pupil must have a textbook or instructional 

materials, or both, to use in class and to take home.

Å Definitions for teacher ñmisassignmentsò and ñteacher 

vacanciesò

Å Phase out Concept 6 (163 days, not 180) by 2012



Accountability Systems

ÅDistrict self-evaluations: 

Textbook hearings, facilities inspection 
systems, and School Accountability 
Report Cards (subject to audit)

ÅParent and Student Involvement: 

the Uniform Complaint Process

ÅAdditional oversight of low performing 
schools by county superintendents



County Superintendentsô 

Annual School Visits

ÅSchools in deciles 1 to 3 (2006 base API)

ÅApproximately 2230 schools across 

California

ÅMinimum 25% of visits are unannounced

ÅBooks, Facilities, and SARC verification

Å5 day letters and 8 week deadline for IM

ÅQuarterly reports and annual reports

ÅThe County Offices of Education with the 

most schools to visit are:

ÅLos Angeles 

ÅSan Bernardino

ÅFresno 

ÅRiverside 

ÅOrange 

ÅSan Diego 

ÅAlameda

ÅKern



County Superintendent 

Misassignment Reviews

ÅAnnually review and correct teacher 
misassignments in decile 1-3 schools (2006 
API) and schools likely to have problems.  

ÅIncludes review and correction of 
misassignments of teachers who are assigned 
to teach English Language Learners and lack 
the proper training and authorization.

Å20% is data reporting requirement only



Uniform Complaint Process



Students, Teachers, Parents & Guardians:

Pursuant to California Education Code Section 35186, you are hereby notified 

that:

1. There should be sufficient textbooks and instructional materials. That 

means each pupil, including English learners, must have a textbook or 

instructional materials, or both, to use in class and to take home.

2. School facilities must be clean, safe, and maintained in good repair.

3. There should be no teacher vacancies or misassignments.  There 

should be a teacher assigned to each class and not a series of 

substitutes or other temporary teachers.  The teacher should have the 

proper credential to teach the class, including the certification required to 

teach English learners if present.

4. A complaint form may be obtained at the school office, district office, 

or downloaded from the schoolôs Web site at (Web site address). You may 

also download a copy of the California Department of Education 

complaint form from the following Web site: 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/ce/wc/index.asp. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/ce/wc/index.asp


The Impact of 

Implementation



Instructional Materials

Å Improved ordering, inventory, distribution, and tracking 

systems ïtextbook hearing surveys, etc.

Å Avg. percentage of decile 1-3 schools with insufficient 

instructional materials fell from 20% in 2004-05 to 13% 

in 2005-06 ï100% remedied.

Å Over 88,000 books were ordered or distributed in first 

two years, after initial remedies



Facility Conditions

Å Increased attention to facilities needs at all levels 

Å Numerous needed repairs identified and addressed 

through needs assessments, district reviews with FIT, 

and county superintendent visits.

Å On average, COEs found 8% of decile 1-3 schools 

visited suffered from emergency facilities conditions, 

including broken windows, hazardous materials, 

structural damage and dry rot, an electrical power failure, 

blocked emergency exits, missing fire extinguishers, 

major septic and sewer problems, major pest infestations, 

and a gas leak.

Å 42% of COEs found fewer dec 1-3 schools with 

deficiencies during second year visits
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